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DATA RECENCY

Since Core Indicator data come from multiple 
sources, there are variations in data recency across 
indicators and countries. To indicate how recent  
the latest available data are, some of the estimate 
tables in this report show one of three symbols  
next to country names: 

-  prior to 2009

-  2009–2011

-  2012 to present
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Indicator No. 3

RECENCY COUNTRY 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Afghanistan 27.6% 27.5% 27.4% 27.4% 27.5%

Bangladesh 20.1% 20.1% 20.1% 20.0% 19.8%

Benin 37.5% 37.3% 37.0% 36.7% 36.3%

Bhutan 14.3% 13.9% 13.5% 13.2% 13.0%

Bolivia 41.0% 40.3% 39.5% 38.6% 37.9%

Burkina Faso 26.3% 26.1% 26.0% 25.8% 25.7%

Burundi 31.9% 31.5% 31.2% 30.9% 30.2%

Cambodia 31.1% 30.6% 30.0% 29.6% 29.2%

Cameroon 33.3% 33.5% 33.5% 33.6% 33.5%

CAR 31.3% 31.5% 31.6% 31.8% 31.9%

Chad 24.4% 24.7% 25.0% 25.2% 25.5%

Comoros 37.1% 36.9% 36.8% 36.6% 36.4%

Congo 40.8% 40.0% 39.3% 38.6% 38.1%

Côte d'Ivoire 28.6% 28.8% 29.0% 29.1% 29.2%

Djibouti 31.7% 31.5% 31.2% 30.9% 30.5%

DPR Korea 17.7% 17.7% 17.6% 17.6% 17.6%

DR Congo 40.7% 40.7% 40.7% 40.8% 40.8%

Egypt 14.3% 14.3% 14.3% 14.3% 14.2%

Eritrea 30.5% 30.6% 30.7% 30.8% 30.9%

Ethiopia 27.1% 26.3% 25.4% 25.3% 24.7%

Gambia 26.3% 26.0% 26.2% 26.4% 26.5%

Ghana 36.9% 35.9% 35.0% 34.0% 33.7%

Guinea 24.7% 25.1% 25.3% 25.5% 25.8%

Guinea-Bissau 22.2% 22.5% 22.7% 22.8% 23.0%

Haiti 38.7% 38.0% 37.5% 36.9% 36.3%

Honduras 20.2% 20.1% 19.9% 19.8% 19.7%

India 20.9% 20.9% 20.9% 21.0% 20.8%

Indonesia 13.4% 13.1% 13.3% 13.9% 13.8%

Iraq 28.9% 28.6% 28.4% 28.1% 28.0%

Kenya 25.1% 23.6% 22.1% 20.5% 20.1%

Kyrgyzstan 20.7% 20.4% 20.2% 20.1% 19.9%

Lao PDR 26.0% 25.5% 25.0% 24.6% 24.2%

Lesotho 22.0% 20.8% 19.6% 19.1% 18.6%

Liberia 33.0% 32.5% 32.3% 32.1% 32.0%

Madagascar 25.2% 24.9% 24.6% 24.3% 23.9%

Malawi 24.1% 21.6% 20.0% 19.9% 19.3%

Percentage of women with an unmet need for modern 
contraception 
(married or in-union women)
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DEFINITION:

The percentage of fecund women of reproductive age who want no more children or to postpone having the next child, but 
are not using a contraceptive method, plus women who are currently using a traditional method of family planning. Women 
using a traditional method are assumed to have an unmet need for modern contraception.

SOURCE: 

FPET, using all available household surveys such as DHS, PMA2020, MICS and RHS.

RECENCY COUNTRY 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Mali 26.7% 26.7% 26.7% 26.8% 26.9%

Mauritania 32.6% 32.5% 32.4% 32.4% 32.3%

Mongolia 21.1% 21.2% 21.1% 20.9% 20.8%

Mozambique 28.8% 28.8% 28.5% 27.9% 27.5%

Myanmar 20.6% 20.3% 19.9% 19.5% 19.3%

Nepal 26.8% 25.5% 24.8% 24.1% 22.2%

Nicaragua 11.0% 11.0% 11.0% 11.1% 11.0%

Niger 18.0% 18.4% 18.8% 19.2% 19.5%

Nigeria 21.8% 21.6% 22.0% 22.4% 22.6%

Pakistan 29.7% 29.1% 28.7% 28.6% 28.3%

Papua New Guinea 33.1% 32.9% 32.7% 32.4% 32.2%

Philippines 34.7% 34.2% 33.8% 33.4% 33.1%

Rwanda 26.8% 25.8% 24.8% 24.1% 23.5%

Sao Tome and Principe 37.8% 37.1% 36.4% 35.7% 35.0%

Senegal 30.2% 28.9% 27.5% 26.1% 26.3%

Sierra Leone 27.4% 26.9% 27.0% 27.0% 27.1%

Solomon Islands 27.7% 27.5% 27.5% 27.4% 27.2%

Somalia 32.6% 33.1% 33.6% 34.2% 34.8%

South Africa* 13.2% 13.3% 13.4% 13.5% 13.6%

South Sudan 30.8% 31.0% 31.1% 31.3% 31.5%

Sri Lanka 23.1% 22.9% 22.8% 22.7% 22.4%

State of Palestine 26.8% 26.8% 26.7% 26.6% 26.4%

Sudan 29.3% 29.3% 29.3% 29.3% 29.4%

Tajikistan 25.3% 25.2% 25.1% 24.9% 24.7%

Tanzania 29.9% 29.3% 28.8% 28.2% 27.8%

Timor-Leste 30.4% 29.9% 29.5% 29.1% 28.7%

Togo 37.0% 36.5% 36.3% 36.1% 35.8%

Uganda 37.6% 37.0% 36.5% 35.6% 34.8%

Uzbekistan 13.6% 13.6% 13.5% 13.6% 13.5%

Vietnam 17.3% 17.9% 17.8% 17.7% 17.7%

Yemen 34.7% 33.9% 33.6% 33.2% 32.8%

Zambia 26.6% 25.2% 23.3% 23.6% 23.0%

Zimbabwe 13.8% 13.1% 12.4% 12.3% 12.2%


